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A brief report /Summary of the workshop : 

             Medicinal plants and traditional medicine play an important role in the health care 

system of most developing countries. The traditional health care developing countries practice is 

mainly dependent on medicinal plants collected from the wild. In spite of this, the medicinal 

plant biodiversity is being depleted due to man-made and natural calamities. Moreover, the 

indigenous knowledge associated with the conservation and use of medicinal plants is also 

disappearing at an alarming rate.  

           All cultures from ancient times to the present day have used plants as a source of 

medicines. Today,  according to the World Health Organization (WHO), as many as 80% of the 

world's people depend on traditional medicine for their primary health care needs. The greater 

part of traditional therapy involves the use of plant extracts or their active principles. 

         The aim of the workshop is to provide / inculcate the habit among the students for the 

conservation and sustainable use of plants in medicine. The various tasks that should be carried 

out to ensure that medicinal plants are conserved effectively for the future and that where 



medicinal plants are taken from the wild, they are taken on a basis that is sustainable. This great 

surge of public interest in the use of plants as medicines has been based on the assumption that 

the plants will be available on a continuing basis.  

        However, no concerted effort has been made to ensure this, in the face of the threats posed 

by increasing demand, a vastly increasing human population and extensive destruction of plant-

rich habitats such as the tropical forests, wetlands, Mediterranean ecosystems and parts of the 

arid zone. Today many medicinal plants face extinction or severe genetic loss, but detailed 

information is lacking. For most of the endangered medicinal plant species no conservation 

action has been taken. For example, there is very little material of them in gene banks. Also, too 

much emphasis has been put on the potential for discovering new wonder drugs, and too little on 

the many problems involved in the use of traditional medicines by local populations. 

NEED FOR CONSERVATION: The goal of conservation is to support sustainable 

development by protecting and using biological resources in ways that do not diminish the 

world’s variety of genes and species or destroy important habitats and ecosystems.  
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